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Questions 

Galapagos : Islands that Changed the World

Take notes as you watch the movie. Answer the questions below. They are in the order they appear in the movie.
1. Who first discovered the Galapagos Islands? When were they discovered? How did he describe the islands?
2. Briefly explain how each of the following organisms have adapted to life on the islands.
Marine iguanas:_________________________________________
Land iguanas: __________________________________________
Tortoises: ____________________________________________
Flightless cormorant: ____________________________________
3. What colour are all the flowers on the islands? How would Darwin have explained why there are no red flowers on the Galapagos Islands?
4. There are 13 species of finches on the islands. How has the woodpecker finch adapted?
5. The Galapagos Islands are continually changing. How do the more recently formed islands differ form the older ones?

6. The storm petrels have adapted to life on the island by nesting in the crevices between the rocky plates. How have the short eared owls taken advantage of this?
7. On each of the islands lives a tortoise species with a unique shell shape. Tortoises that live on low islands with very little rainfall have a curved arch on the front of their shell. How has this helped them survive in this environment?
8. Why are there so many more different species of animals and plants on the island of Santiago compared to the other islands?
9. Darwin took many samples of organisms from the islands. When he returned to England he studied all these organisms and drawings he had made of them. He made a huge error when he did not identify on which island the samples came from (ex. Mockingbirds). How would have identifying the habitat (island) of each mockingbird have given more support to his theory of evolution?

